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NBT

The Heise Bros
 
Country garage, indie rough n rock, the simple pleasure of the unfiltered alternative to the gloss and posing of much of the music industry. The Heise Bros, became , for NBT at least, the spiritual children of bands like the Replacements and the DBs.
Caught in the Carousel

The Heise Brothers

III. The Return of...
Choose To Lose Records


The Heise Bros. are The Kinks meet The Heartbreakers, indie-mod Americana returning to the barn dance with a Bible in one hand and a Winston in the other. When you hear "Praise Jesus" you might be tempted to zing this into the Christian Country Rock bin, but you'd be short-changing the band. Sure, the CD is filled with thematic material you might see at any Cornerstone Festival, but so is Neil Young's Chrome Dreams II and The Return of the Heise Bros. is consistently better.

Label it Christian music or not, but absent from The Return of... is the bland, shiny-sparkly, My Little Pony nonsense that drove you from Sunday School in the first place, balanced by good, crunchy music with lyrics that don't spit after saying "blessing," and where "God" is a character instead of a curse.

Outstanding tracks include the pulse-driving "Call My Shoulder Your Home," the early- Who-sounding "Swing Kids," the laugh-out-loud campy humor of "Praise Jesus," and the wistful "Emeralds in Her Eyes."

There are eleven stories on The Return of the Heise Brothers. Take what you want, and leave behind the rest.

—Lyn Dunagan
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Rootshighway.it
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La prolificità dei fratelli Heise (Nelson, chitarre e organo, Robert, basso) potrebbe seriamente fare concorrenza a Ryan Adams, non fosse evidentemente per i mezzi economici a disposizione e soprattutto per il talento: incontrati per la prima volta nel 2006 con Listen & Learn with The Heise Bros., gli Heise Brothers hanno infatti proseguito nel giro di due anni con altri tre lavori, l'ultimo dei quali, Buried in the Backyard of My Heart, pubblicato nel 2007 sotto le mentite spoglie del trio The Hit & Mrs. Tornati a porre l'accento sui loro nomi, ma reperando la batterista Stacie Archer dal progetto poc'anzi citato, gli Heise Brothers non mancano di insistere sulla strada di quel folk rock a bassa fedeltà, insozzato di memorie punk e garage, che li aveva descritti sin dagli esordi. The Return of Heise Brothers è un disco a budget ridotto, che tuttavia comincia a limitare seriamente anche l'ispirazione dei suoi autori. Non basta l'ironia di Praise Jesus (loro dicono di averla concepita pensando ad un album di country cristiano per le festività natalizie…) per salvare la barca dal rischio di affondare miseramente: ci sono i profumi pop sixties di Satisfy e Swing Kids, ci sono persino i quadretti familiari di Call my Shoulder Your Home e The Presence of Paige (un pasticcio lo-fi senza senso), dedicati alla nuova figliola di Nelson appena giunta al mondo, ma le canzoni latitano. Sono abbozzi, provini tutt'al più, insomma quella filosofia del "fai da te" che ormai ha ceduto il passo: sarebbe il caso infatti che ci si infilasse in uno studio di registrazione solo e soltanto quando si hanno idee, melodie e arrangiamenti degni di questo nome.
(Fabio Cerbone)
www.myspace.com/theheisebros
www.cdbaby.com


Chickenfish Speaks
The Heise Bros. - III The Return of... - CD 
(CTI Records) Well, looking back at Mite's review of their last release I see what he was talking about. They do have potential, but something just falls flat with the songs. At times the songs themselves almost fall apart, but they get through them regardless. There's nothing inherently wrong with the Heise Bros, I just have a hard time finding a good reason to recommend them. 
-- Grog Mutant (2008) 
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UK Fusion

	The Heise Bros.: III: The Return Of...The Heise Bros. (CTL)   


	By Matthew Hirtes   
	

	

	Monday, 04 August 2008
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What started out as a cynical attempt to tap into the ever-reliable Christian music market yielded just one song: ‘Praise Jesus’. Still, it’s the greatest pastiche since Jonathan Richman’s Velvet Underground impression on I, Jonathan. Elsewhere, the brothers Heise, Nelson and Robert, continue to live out their Kinks fantasies with real-life big bro Nelson still playing Ray Davies to Robert’s Dave.
Yet the duo can do sincere as well as they do send-up. As the two songs about the latest addition to the Heise family, Nelson’s daughter Paige Susan, attest: ‘Call My Shoulder Your Home’ and ‘The Presence of Paige’. And if these don’t touch you, closer ‘Emeralds In Her Eyes’, concerning the brothers’ desire to shine bright in their deceased mother’s eyes, will.

Imagine a straight version of The Flight of The Conchords, a Wilco with a less annoying vocalist than Jeff Tweedy, and you’re some way to understanding the appeal of The Heise Bros.. And despite their profilic output, averaging an album a year since forming as Munkey Juice back in 1995, there’s an underlying craft to the Heise’ brothers’ releases. Contrary to what their former appellation might suggest, they don’t just spunk them out.
(3½/5)


Rootstime.be

Het was nog maar een paar weken geleden dat we het album “Buried In The Backyard Of My Heart” van de groep ‘The Hit & Mrs.’ op deze site van een recensie mochten voorzien. ‘The Hit & Mrs.’ waren de broers Nelson en Robert Heise die samen met zangeres Stacie Archer een triootje …vormden. De broertjes uit Columbus, Ohio zijn bijzonder actieve bijen want nu kregen we alweer een nieuwe vrucht van hun noeste arbeid. Deze keer onder de naam ‘The Heise Bros.’ en het cd-tje “III: The Return of …The Heise Bros”. Dit is hun derde full-album na “The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Bros.” en “Listen & Learn With The Heise Bros.” Hiermee wordt de muzikale trilogie volledig gemaakt. Voor dit schijfje verzamelden ze elf nummers die geïnspireerd waren op de dingen die hen in het afgelopen jaar waren overkomen. Nelson werd vader van een dochtertje die de naam Paige Susan Heise kreeg. Die gebeurtenis was de aanleiding tot de liedjes “Call My Shoulder Your Home” en “The Presence Of Paige”. De moeder van zijn kind kreeg ook een eigen song aangeboden met “That’s The Least I Can Do”. Oorspronkelijk waren The Heise-broers van plan om een christelijk geïnspireerde plaat te maken om zo van de opflakkerende golf van spiritualisme in Amerika mee te kunnen profiteren. Maar al gauw bleek dat enkel het liedje “Praise Jesus” voor dit doel geschikt was. Ook de problemen in de dagelijkse wereld werden niet over het hoofd gezien en leidden tot de song “Home For The Holidays”. “Lemon” is dan weer een aanklacht op al de kunstmatig gecreëerde popsterretjes die niet kunnen zingen maar eerder voorbestemd zijn om in de gespecialiseerde boekjes te paraderen met hun pseudo sensationele levensverhalen. Ook hun eigen muzikale voorbeelden werden niet vergeten. Zo inspireerde Tom Waits hen tot het schrijven van het prachtige liedje “Hennepin & 7th St.” en de Beatles werden vereerd in het nummer “Satisfy”. De afsluitende song “Emeralds In Her Eyes” werd geschreven voor hun overleden moeder en is een wens van de broers waarin ze hopen dat mama trots moge wezen op hetgeen haar zonen tot nu toe verricht hebben op deze wereld. De muziek die ze voor al deze liedjes hanteren is indie pop en catchy gitaarrock met hier en daar een vleugje soulklanken erin verwerkt. “Mrs.” Stacie Archer drumt ook hier vlotjes mee op zowat de helft van de nummers terwijl de broers alle andere instrumenten voor hun rekening namen. “III…The Return Of … The Heise Bros.” gaat helemaal niet over de terugkeer van de gebroeders Heise want ze zijn eigenlijk nooit echt weg geweest van de actuele popscène. Een recensent schrijft: “Kinks meet Velvet Underground meet Cracker” en daarmee is perfect omschreven wat je hier te wachten staat: een heel leuke plaat.
LosseyLucy.com

The Heise Bros. - III: The Return of...The Heise Bros.
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The Heise Bros. deliver yet another album of good solid songwriting. This indie folk rock group has wonderful songs that shine, despite the fact that the overall production quality of the album is inconsistent. "Call My Shoulder Your Home" is a poppy, happy-go-lucky rock song, and "Satisfy" has a catchy chorus that will have you singing along. The religious, "Praise Jesus," contains gospel-like vocal harmonies; yet, it is lyrically fun with its references to various musical artists. "The Presence of Paige," which was inspired by Nelson Heise's baby daughter, has a foot-stomping beat that makes you want to get up and dance. The musically diverse, organ-laced, "Lemon," starts slow and builds up to a folk punk sound, ending with a mellow acoustic guitar. While the Bros. seem to have fun with their music, they do have a poignant side. The more serious, "Home for the Holidays," is thoughtfully political, and "Emeralds in Her Eyes" is a touching, heartfelt ballad. "Swing Kid," which was influenced by the History Channel, has somewhat of a '60s psychedelic feel, and "That's the Least I Can Do" contains a Bob Dylan-influenced harmonica line with a catchy indie pop melody. Terrific tunes and distinct musicianship!  
8/08
Billybop.de

Style : Rock
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Through the opening track “Call My Shoulder your home” of this album I immediately learns that something is changed at the brothers home. The sound is different and much more appealing then on the previous album but above all it seems that the bros did have an injection of pure rock and roll. On “Satisfy” the band comes up with a very great tune. Gentle, with ringing guitar in the background and a dry beat of the rimshot, this tune elevates above the rest and does bring influences above that are reminiscent to the Pixies. Praise Jesus goes into the direction of Christian country music one could say but when listening to the lyrics is doubtful these guys are truly believers of the lost cause, if so my sincere apologies but I think with an open mind and when I hear a punch line like “Oh praise Jesus, he’s a gracious man/He plays in a rock and roll band / with Mary singing backup, Moses on drums and god on bass guitar”. It’s hard to believe this is to be taken serious. 
Also worth your attention is the raw and raunchy “Lemon”. An Indie rock pur sang that thanks to the addition of the organ makes it something special. “African Beauty” is another one that immediately got a grip on you. This is also one of the few tunes that really benefits from the lo-fi, no nonsense – no money production of this album. Where other tunes feel good but deserves better, the sound on African Beauty is complete.

“III” is an album that marks something special for me! Not only is it a very enjoyable and accessible record, it is also an album that shows the improvement of two gifted musicians who learn along the way. The next goal they have to achieve for sure is some better production of their music. Except for “African Beauty” on which they hit gold production wise, the majority of the songs suffer from some flat characteristics, something they are able to avoid.

For more info on the band or to listen to some tunes go hitting their website or myspace

Mr Blue Boogie
Next Big Thing by: Martin Smit

The Return Of The Heise Bros. (III) – The Heise Bros. (CTL Records)

 

The first track is the kinda of song that you can imagine being played as the opening credits roll over some indie cult flick about betrayal and redemption. Instantly catchy and refreshingly rough, there is a sweetness in the harmonies counterpointing no thrills rock swing.

 

In these days of every voice heard being pumped up and polished technically and every song being produced to a crystal clean sheen, its some kind of wonderful to hear songs that roll about in the dirt, and gleefully invite ragged inspiring harmonies to sit a while, maybe even stay the night.

 

In ‘Satisfy’ for example, there is a sly swagger,a goofy insecurity that gets to the heart, a messy exuberance that seems born on stage and survives the studio.

 

But don’t think this is some red neck bar band, this is Alternative Country flirting with a Replacement soaked Punk down in the front car at the drive in.

 

The album has a sincerity that I have missed since playing my old DBs plastic to shreds.

 

Stand out moments: the the lurking menace of `Lemon`, and the near Psychedelica of `African Beauty’ a song stolen from the early 70s and brought twisting into the new century.

 

The show ends with a fragile ballad , slightly skewed and haunting, the ghosts in the song threatening to make a place in your home.

 

More to this recording than initially meets the ears it seems and a good thing too.

 

Find them at www.theheisebros.com
www.the-rocker.co.uk 
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Blimey! That didn't take long. I'd barely sat down to me corned beef sarnie and the album was over. Which makes it a proper album, half an hour long, with a bunch of three minute songs. So props for that.

I think I had a mump about earlier Heise Bros albums which seemed to be unsure about what they wanted to be when they grew up, and a little of that applies here as well. Granted, plan one was for Nelson and Robert was to write a country Christian album, but as they found themselves unable to keep a straight face, Plan B arrived which involves scratching around between country, Americana, lo-fi folk and indie power pop. Same as before.

So. You'll find the skip button coming in handy depending on which aspect of their sound pleases you most. I liked the leftover from the country Christian album, 'Praise Jesus', best, so it's the more countrified sounds that get me humming. The indie power pop makes me want to beatdown on an innocent passerby, so best to be skipping 'Satisfy'.

The "ah, ain't she luverly" tunes, about Nelson's new baby daughter are surprisingly untwee, so there is room for both 'Call My Shoulder Your Home' and 'The Presence of Paige'. 'Lemon', on the other hand is a rather tiresome shooting fish in a barrel number about plastic pop stars. But they pull it all back together again with the marvellous 'Emeralds In Her Eyes', a song that the recent passing of my own mother made especially poignant.

Definitely worth checking out, they're ploughing their own furrow, and that's the best a man can do in this world.

http://www.theheisebros.com
www.indiemusicstop.com
Artist: The Heise Brothers
Title: III:The Return of the Heise Bros.
Website: http://www.theheisebros.com
MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/theheisebros
Style: Pop/Rock/Retro
Label: CTL Records
Rating: 8 out of 10
By Senior Writer C.W. Ross
 

The Heise Brothers latest release has stirred up some controversy. It seems that some of the people reviewing it has labeled their new release as a Christian album since you'll find the country western and very religious sounding titled song, "Praise Jesus," on it.  You'll also find other faith-referenced lyrics in some of the songs.
 

In response to one reviewer's mentioning all of the religious references on the album band songwriter Nelson Heise replied to it with this comment, "Just to make a note, we aren't a Christian band. We wrote one Christian country song as a joke, but if you listen to the lyrics it is very sarcastic. God is our favorite fictional character."
 

I was a little disappointed when I read this, as any one that reads my writings regularly know that I'm a Christian and make no secret of it. In fact both my Indie Music Stop and Christian Rockers Online web sites share the same space.  The heart of Indie music is dissent and free speech but openly mocking someone's faith stretches that boundary line to its limits.
 

That being said you might thing that I'm going to slam this release but I always keep an open mind with ever release I review.  This latest release from The Heise Brothers has a lot of positives found on it. 
 

On  III:The Return of the Heise Bros. the band really stretches their wings and isn't afraid to take their music in several different directions stylistically including, country, pop, folk, rock, and retro.
 

Nelson Heise told me that they listened to a lot of Tom Waits, The Kinks, and Josh Ritter during the making of the new release. Also during the time of recording Nelson and his pregnant wife gave birth to a little girl named, Paige Susan Heise, so naturally several of the songs found on this album relate to that special event in their life.
 

This time around the band went for more tight harmonies to match up with their catchy song melodies. I also liked the placement of the organ, harmonica, and tambourine parts found in the songs.
 

For the most part the album's production was tight and clean with its lo-fi style.
 

III:The Return of the Heise Bros. ends with the touching song, "Emeralds In Her Eyes." Like most of us, no matter rich or poor, young or old, we want to make our parents proud, especially our mothers. This song talks about the brothers desire to make their deceased mother proud of them in her eyes.
 

If you're a fan of retro, 60's rock 70's pop, and artist like, Tom Waits, The Kinks, Bruce Springsteen, Neil Young, Wilco, and Lou Reed then you should find The Heise Brothers'  III:The Return of the Heise Bros. very much to your liking.
www.jerseybeat.com 

THE HEISE BROTHERS - III: The Return of the Heise Brothers (www.theheisebrothers.com) 

Coming on strong with a perfectly punchy and melodic bunch of extremely catchy and enjoyable songs, this album makes for a hugely satisfying listening experience. The robust, passionate vocals (Nelson Heise sings with tremendous brio and conviction), snappy tempos, charging beats, ringing guitars, and persistent drums keep things steady and tuneful throughout. Better still, the songwriting is pleasingly smart, thoughtful and mature, the production crisp and polished, and the arrangements tight, rich and dynamic. Plus these guys sing about religion without getting all sappy or heavy-handed about it. A real treat. 

www.subba-cultcha.com  (this one missed the joke)

The Heise Bros
III: The Return Of.
CTL Records
Folk rock, with a country edge, warning though, religious views are
contained herein.
It's disappointing that this band feel the need to write about religion,
though it's refreshing that they themselves admit that it's tough to do so
and keep a straight face. I've always found religious belief to be something
personal that comes across too much as preaching when it's put into music.
There's also a stigma attached to christian rock that is certainly difficult
to shift. Thankfully these lads from Columbus, Ohio, don't cram their views
down the throat, plenty of the songs here don't touch on the subject at all.
Unfortunately though, as well as they avoid the religious debate the Heise
Bros can't avoid the fact that this album has flat production and poor
engineering that robs the tunes here of any bulk or urgency. A pity really,
there's some potential in their song writing, and I'm sure that these songs
come alive in front of an audience. File this band under "shows potential".

www.myspace.com/theheisebros
Matt Merritt
Rating: 2.5/5
Bruce Springsteen
Neil Young

The Continuing Saga of The Heise Bros.
Radio Brasile 7/07

From Columbus, Ohio, US, an intriguing surprising young duo that has grabbed my attention, The Heise Brothers, substancially two real brothers, Nelson on very peculiar vocals and guitars, and Robert on bass, playing with the addition of an army of musicians, that are Stacie Archer: drums, Joshua "Stook" Stuckey: lead guitars, vocals, Toby Lee Marshall: keyboards, Kirk Liska: drums, Mike Velasquez: drums, Jennifer Berg: vocals, Tim Binger: cello, Caleb Garn: lap steel guitar, Toby Cryns: piano, keyboards, Akourkor Ablorh: backing vocals. I dig their folk rock sounds, reminishing of various past experiences: put the Kinks the Byrds and a bit of Every Brothers and Tom Petty in a pot, mix and shake them and there you go, you have the Heise Bros well served. Not too bad! Their latest album, "The Continuing Saga Of..." has beautiful songs indeed full of great sharp guitars and convincing winning vocals at very high level, a real joy for the ears: "Seven Long Years", "Staying The same", "The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero", "Island Wake", "Buttons For Lisa", and "Shallows" the most efficacious pleasant tracks. investigate THB on www.myspace.com/theheisebros 
Leicester Bangs 5/07

The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga of… (Choose to Loose Music)
The Heise Bros. are Nelson and Robert Heise, plus five other band members, although all seven of them don’t play together on any of the ten tracks. This is their second album. The sound is punky, but a bit sweet - like Mercury Rev meets The Ramones. But there is also a hint of Lou Reed and a slight aftertaste of Blondie. ‘Island Wake’, track 5, has distinct notes of psychedelia, and the one and a half minute track, ‘Zodiac’, is a powerhouse of wild berry fruitiness in 3/4 time. All in all this is an album of smooth, steely freshness. On ‘The Revenge of the Self-Imposed Hero’, the band sing “Fuck the critics and their bullshit”. But, hey, I think you guys are ok. www.theheisebros.com
Paul C.
El Planeta Aramillo 4/07

THE HEISE BROS. - “The continuing saga of” CD (Choose To Lose, 2006) 
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 Esta pareja de hermanos se muestra como uno de los dúos más prolíficos que conozca, y es que no se conforman con editar dos álbumes en un mismo año, sino que además también editan discos con un grupo heavy paralelo llamado MUNKY JUICE, e incluso les ha sobrado tiempo para componer 100 canciones más de menos de un minuto de duración cada una, y que han colgado en su web, algo bastante curioso, y que como decía el propio Nelson, uno de los hermanos, es todo gracias a disponer de un estudio de grabación propio y de hacer lo que les gusta, a lo que yo añado la suposición de que gozarán de bastante tiempo libre. Pues bien, en este nuevo álbum nos encontramos con 10 nuevas canciones de pop que se despachan en poco más de 30 minutos. Son canciones de pop de estructura sencilla, de estrofa y estribillo, con aire acústico (aunque con batería) y también ciertas pinceladas de psicodelia, lo que hace que el resultado nos pueda recordar a SYD BARRETT o a JEFFERSON AIRPLANE. Los textos hablan de nuevo de las cosas que les ocurren a los hermanos Heise; así, las canciones hablan de enamorarse (“Island wake”, “Seven long years”,...), de los amigos (“Billy”), de la controvertida jungla musical (“The revenge of the self-imposed hero”),  incluso hay letras donde impera el sentido del humor (“Throw them kisses, Woody Allen”, “Buttons for Lisa”,...). En definitiva, un disco que evidencia a un grupo que se lo pasa bien haciendo canciones, y que dispone de cierto talento, claro. 

 Mis favoritas: 1. Seven long years. 
  2. Throw them kisses, Woody Allen. 
  3. Billy. 

Ctrl Alt-country 4/07
THE HEISE BROTHERS
“The Continuing Saga Of…”
(Choose To Lose Records)
(3)   
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Deel twee in “The Continuing Saga Of… The Heise Brothers”. En ook daarop staan broers Nelson en Robert Heise weer garant voor een dosis sympathiek rammelende roots rock Net zoals z’n voorganger “Listen & Learn With The Heise Brothers” is die nieuwe van het tweetal een behoorlijk persoonlijke plaat geworden. De Heises putten voor hun onderwerpen nu eenmaal graag uit hun eigen levenservaringen: daarbij gezwind variërend van hartzeer (“Island Wake”, “Seven Long Years”) tot oprechte vriendschap (“Billy”), van verslaving (“Sacred Place”) tot andere problemen die je als aan de weg timmerende muzikant kan tegenkomen (“The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero”). En ook een portie sardonische humor ontbreekt weer niet. Beluister daarvoor bij gelegenheid het tweetal “Buttons For Lisa” en “Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen” maar eens. Vooral dat laatste is een erg knap liedje met hoog sixties-gehalte. Dát en het met een snuif Jefferson Airplane gekruide “Island Wake” zijn wat ons betreft de absolute prijsbeesten op een als geheel aangenaam weg luisterende CD van een groepje dat je zonder schroom als een bescheiden belofte voor de toekomst mag voorstellen.
The Heise Brothers
CD Baby
Chicken Fish Speaks 4/07
The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga Of... - CD 
(The Heise Bros) This isn’t a bad effort especially for a band that does its own production and Engineering. Still, it’s overall not too memorable. The overall sound quality is flat, the tunes are a bit sing-songy and the vocals have the sameness on all the songs. Still I hear a spark of potential in the music especially in the flicker of the guitar riffs on a few of the songs. I think The Heise Bros. need to flesh out their sound more and get more aggressive in their song writing and maybe the next effort will be a bit more memorable. 
-- Mite Mutant (2007)
Home of Rock 4/07
	The Continuing Saga Of..., Eigenvertrieb/Choose To Lose Music, 2007

	Nelson Heise
	Vocals, Guitars, Percussion, Keyboards, Piano, Harmonica

	Robert Heise
	Bass, Backing Vocals, Guitar, Percussion

	Akuorkor Ablorh
	Backing Vocals

	Toby Cryns
	Piano, Keyboards

	Kirk Liska
	Drums

	Joshua "Stook" Stuckey
	Lead Guitar, Vocals, Backing Vocals

	Michael Velasquez
	Drums

	Produziert von: Nelson Heise

Länge: 31 Min 12 Sek

Medium: CD
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	1. Seven Long Years
	6. Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen

	2. Shallow
	7. Billy

	3. Buttons For Lisa
	8. Staying The Same

	4. Zodiac
	9. The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero

	5. Island Wake
	10. Sacred Place
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Herrje, was macht man nur, wenn jemand einfach nett ist – so richtig durch und durch. Und einen das noch nicht mal interessiert. Weiter angenommen, derjenige lässt aber auch keine Ruhe. Was dann? Ignorieren? Das ist gemein. Wegschleichen? Auch gemein. Eine hauen, um ein für alle mal klar zu stellen, dass man selbst nicht nur nicht nett ist, sondern auch mit so richtig netten Menschen nichts anfangen kann, weil das anstrengend ist? Auch gemein.
Was also tun, um alles in der Welt, mit so netten Menschen, wie den Heise Brothers Nelson und Robert? Seit Stunden, seit Tagen, seit Jahren (gefühlt) rumpelt ihr Zweitwerk "The Continuing Saga Of… The Heise Bros." schon durch den CD-Player und nichts genaues weiß man nicht.
Im Hinterkopf schwirrt beständig das, wie sollte es anders sein, unglaublich nette Zitat von Nelson Heise: "We really love making music and just hope people give our disc a spin...". Ja doch, immer und immer wieder tu ich es und dennoch hebt sich der Vorhang nicht, um des Rätsels Lösung preis zu geben. 

Was machen die netten Brüder da mit ihren netten Freunden? Americana? Garage? Indie? Pop? Alles zusammen? Ja, all dies und noch viel mehr und selbstverständlich immer nett. Aber wofür soll es gut sein? Es gibt keine berauschenden Gesänge, keine betörenden Melodien und keine atemberaubende Instrumentierung – abgesehen von dem Kuhglocken ähnlichen Geklingel irgendwo. Nichts. Nur nett. Ein bisschen rumpelig und rockig, ein bisschen gerupft und garagig, ein bisschen poppig und putzig, und am Ende immer nur wieder eins: nett nett nett!!! 
Also was tun, wenn sofort das schlechte Gewissen anklopft, bei jedem noch so vorsichtigen Gedanken daran, dass es vielleicht nicht unbedingt die Musik ist, die man mag. Immerhin sind sie doch so nett. So richtig toll macht das allein eine CD aber leider nicht.

Kristin Sperling, (Artikelliste), 29.03.2007
Song Tiger 4/07
	Review Of The Heise Bros.- The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Bros.

	Member: (ST-Staff) | Posted: 04/02/07 19:55:47 | Tag: Reviews 

	
Review of The Heise Bros.- The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Bros.

by ST Staff
3 out of 5 paws
Click on the tiger to listen to selections by Songtiger Reviewees-->
Songtiger artist The Heise Bros.- Click Here

Minnesota artists, The Heise Bros., have unleashed their sophomore release, The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Bros. This offering of Americana/retro rock is reminiscent of The Rolling Stones, Cracker, and The Animals.

The CD opens up with Seven Long Years. There are some cool guitar layers and chord changes happening throughout the song. The acoustic and slightly overdriven guitars sound good. I wish that the guitar solo, however, was louder and thicker. The tone was really thin. In both of the two phrases leading up to every chorus there is a spot that rails on the cowbell. One time in the song may have been cool, but it became a distraction from the second time onward, and its place in the mix sounds unmusical.

Buttons for Lisa opens with a wash of crash cymbals that kind of take away from anything else that should be capturing our attention in the opening of the song. The organ sounds good in the mix. It's got a 60's sound to it, which makes it really cool. Some of the vocals don't seem to make much sense. By the end, the drums are playing over everybody, almost like Keith Moon reincarnated. A little part writing may have helped drive the song a little better. 

Zodiac completely changes up the feel. It reminds me some of Bob Dylan. The string sounds and the brushes on the snare sound good together. The hook in the chorus is memorable. Its retro sound captures the feel of some great 60's music. This song is the turning point in the entire album. It just gets better from here.

The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero busts out like Iggy Pop and the Stooges, in all its punk aggression. This slam on the music industry is something that they are passionate about. What's the difference between this song and the early songs on this CD? I believe them. It's done with conviction and a certain "je ne sais quoi" that finally captures something that has that essence that was missing previously. I love this song!

The Heise Bros. seem to be at their best when they find that retro 60's groove. I find myself thinking of bands I love, like early Pink Floyd, the Rolling Stones, and the Animals. The trouble seems to come when they try to write more modern songs. Attention to detail is a lot of the problem. There are a number of production issues among levels, part writing, memorable hooks, and instrument EQ's in the early part of the disc. As the disc goes on, however, it becomes further entrenched in this retro sound, and consequently becomes stronger. The instruments, the harmonies, and the parts sound right for the music. They should seriously consider exploring this aspect of their music, because they're pretty darn good at it. They have the talent to do some damage, so keep an eye on these guys to get better if they can capitalize on their strengths as their saga continues...


Tasty Fanzine 4/07
The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga of...(Choose to Lose)

'The Continuing Saga of The Heise Brothers' opens with the wonderfully off kilter 'Seven Long Years' - a mammoth key driven rock and roll number reminiscent of the Charlatans or even the Stones. Unexpected key changes and a plethora of musicians add a neat zest. At their most languid, Nelson's vocals have a touch of Lou Reed about them, at their most terse - the Jaggers surface.

There's an ongoing joie de vivre about the record - a joy in simply writing and recording that is lost in a lot of album recordings. 'The Continuing Saga..' is an unremittingly polite record in terms of not trying to introduce too many new themes with each song but still just adding a cheeky glimpse of creativity, perhaps prophesised by 'Staying the Same'. This could lead to sameyness but I think the song writing just about stands up against this accusation. It may not rock your socks off but it is thoroughly agreeable.

www.theheisebros.com
SB
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Artist: The Heise Brothers
Title: The Continuing Saga of...
Label: CTL Records
The Heise Bros., a duo (and a whole bunch of supplemental musicians) based out of Minneapolis, MN has just released THE CONTINUING SAGA OF…, their sophomore follow-up to LISTEN AND LEARN. It’s a bit of a disconcerting listen at first, particularly since the opening track, “Seven Long Years,” wasn't that strong to my ears. Keep going, however. This is an extremely interesting, release, and band.

The primary influence of The Heise Bros, and THE CONTINUING SAGA OF…, seems to be Midwest garage band music of the 1960s and 1970s. I'm not necessarily talking about what was on the radio, either. I'm referring in part to what was moving and influencing what was getting on the radio. The result sounds a bit like a lost disc from the NUGGETS collection, or the stuff that didn't make it on, not because of quality but because of an unlucky coin toss, lots of guitars, organ, steady drumming, and muddy production which sounds just right for the time and place

“Shallow” bears it’s HIGHWAY 61 REVISITED Dylan-era influence well (hey, Dylan was from the Midwest), but there are also more obscure references, like Blues Magoos (“Billy”), and groups like Ivan & The Sabers and the Swingin‘ Medallions (“Buttons For Lisa” and all over the place). The result may not be as slick and professional as what you’re going to hear on terrestrial radio, but if you turn THE CONTINUING SAGA OF… waaaay up and close your eyes, you’ll feel like you did when you walked into the high school gym on a Saturday night dance forty yea…well, back when you were in high school. There’s also a psychedelic track (“Zodiac”) that wouldn’t have sounded out of place on an album by Donovan or someone like that.

THE CONTINUING SAGA OF…may not be for everyone, but it’s an excellent example of garage band psychedelia that at times fell through the cracks but somehow still got heard. I have a feeling that if acid hadn't been discovered until 2005, this is what music would sound like right about now. 




Minneapoliscast 3/07
Minneapoliscast Feature: The Heise Bros.
[image: image19.jpg]


Nelson and Robert Heise came by and brought Stook along to play a few songs. The Heise Bros. have put out loads of records over the years in various bands including Under 60–a project that recorded 100 songs under 60 seconds each. Nelson is about to move back to Ohio, but the band stopped in the week before their CD release to talk about their history and approach to recording.

On the web: myspace.com/theheisebros, 100under60.com
Minneapoliscast.com-2007-03-heise-bros.mp3 
Credits:

Producer: Tony Thomas
Music: The Heise Brothers (Nelson Heise, Robert Heise & Stook (Not a Heise))
Thanks: Jon Tranberry
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Heise Bros., The (The Heise Bros.) - The Continuing Saga Of...
[image: image60.jpg]


Location: Transported from Ohio to Minnesota 

First Impression: Nice and mellow rock…

Factoid: Self-described as Kinks meet VU meet Cracker.

Lyric: "I'd like to look into your eyes and see you see me/But I'm not that deep" – "Island Wake"

Serve With: A martini – shaken not stirred. I don't know why… Just do it.

Comments:  The Heise Brothers have that retro-meets-modern sound. When listening you find yourself wondering where you've heard them before. Chances are you haven't (unless you were fortunate enough to catch something off of their Listen & Learn CD that received some airplay in certain circles). They're best described as "comfortable," and I wasn't surprised to see they are influenced by everyone from Velvet Underground and The Stones to The Kinks and The Pixies. While they've been self-touted as "the kind of music you make love to," I see them as backyard barbeque-pool party-crusin' with the top down tuneage. Give it a listen!

City Pages 3/07
The maturing of the Brothers Heise

Local Men Evolved from Munkey Juice!
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Nelson and Robert Heise enjoy grilling out, but that doesn't mean they get all excited about it

Image by Darin Back
by Geoff Cannon
March 21, 2007

The Heise Bros.
The Continuing Saga of...
the Heise Bros.
Choose to Lose Music

The Heise Brothers are uncooperative. Bands of brothers are supposed to generate tons of media-ready drama. Think the Davies, the Reids, the Gallaghers. But not Nelson and Robert Heise—this is the Midwest, after all, and we do sangfroid up here.

Nelson Heise, the elder of the brothers and the singer and principal songwriter of the Minneapolis folk-rock outfit that bears their name, says, "We get along for the most part. You know, we're pretty close. I mean, nobody's ever come to blows, like punching each other onstage or anything like that. Just a couple walk-offs in practice or recording sessions."

Younger brother Robert doesn't take to my baiting questions either: Which one of them does he think is cooler? "He is. He is." No hesitation at all. Okay—how hard is it to balance family and bandmate dynamics; is it hard to be a brother and a musician at the same time? "No...I don't really think of myself as a musician!" Well, that's settled.

The other thing we do up here is loose-limbed country-fried pop rock. For better or worse, there's an endless stream of jangly, hazy, psych-tinged sounds in the regional psyche, something we turn to when riskier music disappoints. After more than a decade toiling away in Munkey Juice, a rough-edged rock band that the brothers brought from Ohio to the Twin Cities without hitting even the small-time, Nelson figured it was time for a shift: "From 2002 to 2005 we made, like, ten records. And sold none, you know? And we were like, maybe we should try something else, to sell some to pay back for all the printing and stuff we did!" Munkey Juice was jettisoned, and the softer-focus, retro-leaning Brothers started work.

"I think we're a little bit more serious about it now," says Robert. "[We thought] hey, we can write pop songs, too. The product has turned out a lot better. And you know, I guess it's something where we had to give a little bit to get it." Nelson is unflinching about the reality of a life making music, even on the micro scale of self-produced records and local bar gigs. "The switch [was] kind of a marketing thing to sell some records. Plus, we're getting older. We were 16 and 17 when we started, and I'm getting close to 30 now, so I wanted to be a little bit more mature."

Their recently released second album, The Continuing Story of the Heise Bros., is an easy, ambling record with mid-tempo strumming, bar-worthy songcraft, and familiar '70s atmospherics like organs, tambourines, and flanged-out guitars. "I'm pretty heavily influenced by the Kinks and stuff like that," Nelson explains. "I wanted it to sound like a Stones record or whatnot. Sort of loose." One of the album's shorter, poppier songs, "Zodiac," is breezy and surrealist, where longer, heavier tracks like "Island Wake" are brooding and murky.

As coastal writers never get tired of pointing out: There's darkness in Middle America, too, and Nelson and Robert have seen their share. Their mother died before they were teenagers. Nelson's songwriting tries to make sense of his years of bad behavior, and the band itself is a kind of project in staying straight. "Basically why we did this band is because it helps me stay sober. My brother and I played music for the last 11 years together, but there was a period where I was drinking and drugging a lot, where we didn't play music." Nelson and Robert evince a self-effacement and honesty about all this that makes you want to root for them—two guys with a little ambition and a few troubles, no more than some, who love to make records with their friends. It's what we do up here.

Taste Like Chicken 2/07

THE HEISE BROTHERS - THE CONTINUING SAGA OF THE HEISE BROTHERS (CTL Records)

You know how Wilco fucks up potentially great records and shows with excursions into feedback and other boring musical masturbation? Maybe they should listen to this record. The Heise Bros. were once part of an experimental monster, and have since streamlined themselves without sounding like everyone else. They're like Cracker, with the balls of The Stones, and (cue the obscure musical reference) the rawness of Hater.
RATING: THREE STARS
Radio Mike 2/07

THE HEISE BROS are multi-instrumentalists with an arsenal of mid-paced pop melodies and atmospheric soft rock textures. It sounds like more produced folk sometimes in the vein of Beck but with group vocals. Some of the lyrics don’t touch my heart the way I’d like, but they still can be lighthearted in nature like the repetition of “I Can’t Figure Anything Out.”
C86 Indie MP3 2/07

The Heise Bros. – The Continuing Saga Of… (CTL Records)

The second Heise Bros album on the other hand is rather dreary. Seven Long Years is a drab drawl with some pointless cowbell, Buttons For Lisa is tuneless and lifeless country pop and Staying The Same is some odd sort of slacker grunge. Most of the rest just glides by un-noticed, apart from the absolute nadir of the album, The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero, which talks about rebellion before launching into the wimpiest chorus ever.
UK Fusion 2/07

	The Heise Brothers: The Continuing Saga of...The Heise Brothers (CTL)   


	By Matthew Hirtes   
	

	

	Monday, 12 February 2007



That’s CTL Records. As in Choose to Lose Records. The Heise Brothers, real-life siblings Nelson and Robert, would appear to be using Beck’s ‘Loser’ as a rock ‘n’ roll template. Except the brothers Heise haven’t enjoyed a fraction of the recognition of Mr Hansen. “Did you mean: The Heine Brothers?” No, Google, I did not. 

That’s not to say these bros, Nelson, on vocals, guitar and miscellaneous instruments, and Robert, on bass, are the only band members. Extended family includes drummer Stacie Archer, Joshua "Stook" Stuckey on guitar and vocals, Toby Lee Marshall on keyboard, and backing vocalist Akourkor Ablorh. Not to mention Kirk Liska on percussion, drummer Mike Velasquez, vocalist Jennifer Berg, Tim Binger on cello, lap-steel guitarist Caleb Garn, and Toby Cryns on piano and keyboards.

Highlights of the Heise Brothers’ sophomore effort, although the duo previously performed for 11 years as Munkey Juice with bandmates featuring Archer and Stuckey amongst their number, include the Spaghetti-Western flavoured ‘Island Wake’. Perhaps the strongest track, though, is the maudlin, yet strangely singalong, ‘Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen’. A song originally composed by The Giddyup Jesus, one of Nelson’s portfolio of former groups.

Mention must also be made of obligatory slowie ‘Billy’ and penultimate track ‘The Revenge of The Self-Imposed Hero’ on which Nelson adopts a snarl entirely in keeping with the song’s title. And strong finish of a final number ‘Sacred Place’ continues in the county tradition of emphasizing the importance of spirituality. See, the Devil doesn’t always have the best tunes.

My well-thumbed dictionary defines saga as “a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative in Old Norse or Old Icelandic.” Or, alternatively, “a long, involved account or series of incidents.” The Heise Brothers fit the former definition best on what is hopefully the latest in a long-running series of albums. Long may the saga continue.
(4/5)


Altcountry.nl 2/07
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Halverwege 2006 verscheen het debuut van de min of meer bij toeval ontstane Heise Brothers. Listen & Learn (recensie) beviel zeker. Vriendelijk rammelend debuut van Nelson en Robert Heise; een debuut wat zeker meer aandacht had verdiend. Verrassend was ook dat ergens in december de melding kwam dat de opvolger reeds daar was. Of er lag nog het nodige materiaal op de plank, of de heren waren zo begeesterd dat een vervolg op Listen & Learn niet lang op zich diende te laten wachten. Feit is dat The Continuing Saga Of…. dan wel op een bepaalde manier voortborduurt op het debuut, succesvol lijkt mij dat nou niet. Het heeft er enigszins de schijn van dat deze tweede iets te geforceerd tot stand is gekomen. Het rammelt nog immer vriendelijk. Niks mis mee. Maar waar de songs van het debuut vrijwel allemaal aan de goede kant bleven, daar zit er tussen de tien nieuwe legio die duidelijk lager dan een mager zesje scoren. Jammer. Een te snelle tweede, het is al vaker geconstateerd, is geen juiste tactiek. The Continuing Saga Of…. haalt dus ondanks de energieke aanpak van de gebroeders, dit wederom met ondersteuning van mensen als Joshua ‘Stook’ Stuckey (gitaar) en de drummers Kirk Liska en Michael Velasquez, geen voldoende. Sterke songs, ze zijn gewoon schaarser. Het verhaal van Billy is er een die positief uitpakt, en ook het hilarische Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen, kan de toets der kritiek nog wel doorstaan. En dat is het dan wel zo’n beetje. Toch ook nog maar eens de eerste opgezet; de constatering van toen blijft gehandhaafd, hoewel de beoordeling wellicht ietsje te euforisch is geweest. Deze tweede blijft echter ver in de schaduw van het debuut, helaas. (Leo Kattestaart)
The Continuing Saga of…. is verkrijgbaar bij CDBaby
Americana UK 2/07
The Heise Brothers "Continuing Saga Of..." (CTL Records 2006)
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Limp guitar rock that tries yet fails to conjure up any slacker anthems

Hailing from Ohio the first thing that hits you right between the eyeballs with the Heise Brothers is how completely out of their time these guys are. Citing influences along the lines of The Replacements, Cracker, and Camper Van Beethoven is fine, great in fact, but if you sound more like some sixth form garage band fronted by Lawrence from Felt then, Houston, we have a problem. While I am in a pedantic mood can I just say that this CD has the worst cover I have ever seen. (An orange and blue circle photo-shopped onto a grey background? Come on boys). Positives are few and far between. Yes, the guitar pop of “Sacred Place” is inoffensive and “The Revenge Of The Self Imposed Hero,” with spiralling guitar and a feisty lyrical delivery stirs he blood a little. But, Christ, there is an abundance of bland, uninteresting tosh here. Tracks such as “Buttons For Lisa” and “Throw Them Kisses Woody Allen” just don’t really work on any level - there not that funny, there not that clever, and they are certainly not in the least bit memorable. In fact the more you play this CD the more you realise that The Heise Brothers, Nelson and Robert in case you were wondering, may have their hearts in the right place but that doesn’t equate to much if the music is devoid of any real attractions. Sorry, I have filed this under “Cancer Research.” 

Date review added:  Tuesday, January 30, 2007
Reviewer:  Del Day
Reviewers Rating: [image: image25.png]Boutof 10
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The Heise Brothers / The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Brothers / CTL #015 (www.theheisebros.com) 

Enkele maanden geleden staken we hier zwaar de loftrompet over Listen & Learn with The Heise Bros., een plaat die door nogal wat critici gekoesterd werd, maar ‘verkoopsgewijs’ niet veel uitrichtte. Vandaag is er dus de opvolger en die laat de band horen, die verder gaat op de ingeslagen weg. Ook nu weer zullen de vergelijkingen met Cracker veelvuldig voorkomen, zal er naar de Stones en Jefferson Airplane verwezen worden en dat is terecht. Wij van onze kant zouden er onze eigen lieveling aan willen toevoegen. Dit is namelijk voer voor Marah-fans. Dezelfde no-nonsense aanpak, dezelfde zin voor melodie, dezelfde mix van psychedelica en rock, dezelfde thema’s ook. De songs van Nelson en Robert Heise gaan over het Leven, over gebroken harten en hoe moeilijk het wel is om aan de bak te komen als muzikant. Dat de speelduur met nauwelijks 31 minuten veeleer aan de korte kant is, vergeven we de artiest voor één keer graag: deze heren zijn namelijk zo bescheiden, dat ze enkel hun beste songs op de plaat wilden. Daar zijn ze dus duidelijk in geslaagd en ik mag u dan ook graag verwijzen naar parels als Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen of opener Seven Long Years om te illustreren wat ik bedoel. Ik blijf geloven dat er ergens een rechtvaardige wereld bestaat. Daar zal de muziek van The Heise Brothers dagelijks op de radio gespeeld worden, zoveel is zeker. (DH)

Mongrel 2/07
The Heise Bros.
The Continuing Saga Of...
Choose To Lose
Such was the Heise Bros’ belief in this project that they enlisted Sir Peter Blake to provide the artwork, turning in one of his most moving and thought-provoking works to date. A sun and moon (but which sun? which moon?) appear to be colliding - brought together by a powerful white light of indeterminate origin. Is it a benign or evil force? Is it, in fact, pushing them away? The lyrics, mischievously, offer no clues.
62%
Lucas
Jersey Beat 2/07

THE HEISE BROS. - The Continuing Saga of the Heise Brothers (www.theheisebros.com) A supremely groovy serving of retro 60's psychedelic-flavored indie rock with a catchy, ringing, infectiously bubbly and tuneful far-out sound that’s impossible to either dislike or resist. The mellow, soothing vocals and laid-back philosophical sensibility are both on the money engaging and refreshing. The funky diggin’ guitars, fluid basslines, steady, but subdued drums and awesome zoned to the spacey bone keyboards totally hit the right-on hip’n’heavenly satisfying spot as well. The casually kickin’ tempos and slowly bumpin’ beats chug along at a pleasingly relaxed clip, thereby making this album a pleasant experience to listen to from start to finish.
Three From Leith 1/07

The Heise Brothers - Seven Long Years
A foot-tapper of a track from the brothers’ second collaborative album, ‘The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Brothers. You can find it, along with their other album, to buy and enjoy at home !
The Heise Brothers’ MySpace
Email The Heise Brothers

Rae of Sound 1/07

The Continuing Saga Of The Heise Brothers…
January 23rd, 2007 

More Americana indie rock from The Heise Brothers , a follow up to last years outstanding “Listen and Learn With The Heise Bros.” This is another outstanding, very personal set of songs. You can buy their CD from cdbaby  and you can here some tracks off of this new release now on Ros! 

Billy Bop 1/07

	Heise Brothers: The Continuing Saga of … - CD; CTL Records #015 
Kindly Submitted by the Heise Brothers 
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The Heise Brothers are a typical Americana-rock outfit hailing from Minneapolis, Minnesota, US. The two brothers grew up playing music and became rather known as being a part of the hard chopping garage/punk band Munkey Juice! The pair might still be a part of that outfit although that is unsure! However a fact is the brothers recently released their second solo album The Continuing Saga of the Heise Brothers. 

For this new album the brothers go a little bit deeper into the seventies and blend American Rock, Folk and pop into something fresh. “Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen” a song written by The Giddyup Jesus (a previous band of Nelson Heise) is without doubt the strongest tune on the album, but in all honesty it are the more folk pop orientated songs like “Seven Long years “ that are doing the trick for this record! 
For some reasons these tunes feel very natural with this band where a song like “The Revenge of the self imposed Hero” does have a lot of shouting and noise, but doesn’t feel good with them at all.

The album is rather mediocre and except for “Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen”, “Zodiac” and “Seven Long years “ most songs go by without leaving a big impression to me (even after a third listening). And that’s a real shame, cause on these mentioned songs you can hear there is definitely some talent running in the band! 

To my opinion, the brothers are still searching in different directions, not knowing what they will do next! If they only could focus more on those elements that make a song like Zodiac, I’m pretty sure we will hear more from them in the near future.

Mr Blue Boogie

more info on : 
http://www.theheisebros.com
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The Heise Bros.
The Continuing Saga of
[Choose To Lose 2006] 
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Avevamo fatto la conoscenza della famiglia Heise soltanto sei mesi fa, in occasione dell'esordio Listen & Learn: due fratelli che hanno incrociato i propri destini musicali prima fondando i Monkey Juice, quindi scegliendo una nuova strada, sempre all'insegna della più assoluta indipendenza, con questo progetto in coppia denominato molto semplicemente The Heise Bros. Le canzoni che infarcivano il debutto non erano sembrate particolarmente brillanti, in ogni caso bisognose di maggiori cure in sede di produzione e arrangiamento. La natura eccentrica e zoppicante del loro songwriting si rivela anche nel nuovo arrivato, The Continuing Saga of, che tuttavia riesce a mantenersi in piedi per una maggiore freschezza complessiva del repertorio, e forse per una ricerca più convincente sul suono delle chitarre. Si definiscono con un pizzico di provocazione Indie Americana rock, ma le etichette quando vengono esasperate non aggiungono più nulla. Nel caso di queste dieci canzoni ci troviamo piuttosto faccia a faccia con un rock'n'roll svelto, sporcato di garage e di psichedelia anni sessanta, di ballate che mischiano armonie vocali bizzarre e non esattamente bilanciate, lasciando le briglie sciolte alla spontaneità. Non sono fuoriclasse in grado di inventarsi la melodia vincente, ma con l'aiuto delle ruvide chitarre soliste di Joshua Stook Stuckey ed un uso intelligente di tastiere e piano, The Heise Bros. evocano almeno in parte i fantasmi dei loro eroi, che paiono dividersi fra i Kinks dei ben più famosi fratelli Davies (da sentire ad esempio Buttons For Lisa), qualche centinaio di garage band degne di Nuggets e, in tempi più recenti, le varie creature di David Lowery, dai Campen Van Beethoven ai Cracker. Messe a dovuta distanza, Seven Long Years, Throw Them Kisses Woody Allen, Island Wake, Sacred Place richiamano proprio questi ultimi, seppure manchi quella coesione e quell'ironia tipiche del songwriitng di Lowery. L'aggressiva accoppiata di Staying The Same e The Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero alza infine il tasso di rock'n'roll nel finale di corsa, tradendo i difetti della produzione, che ancora una volta sacrifica e di molto la sezione ritmica (una batteria praticamente imbarazzante). The Continuing Saga of non ha dunque canzoni disdicevoli, e per questo merita forse un incoraggiamento: anche i dischi fatti in casa possono suonare meglio di così. Vediamo se al prossimo giro riusciranno a trovare qualche soluzione più adatta e magari anche una copertina più accattivante 
(Fabio Cerbone) 


Nuevo Revolution 1/07

The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga Of.. 
Good old American rock is what The Heise Bros have released with this independent CD titled "The Continuing Saga Of.." At first glance I was expecting a CD with no heart because of the packaging and the simple artwork. The first track didn't win me over and I don't think it is a good mood setter but by the second track "Shallow" the CD finally seemed to kick in. "Shallow is a decent mix, showcasing their talent. The Heise Bros is another group in the world of music without a label behind them, which we can all admire them for that. It's probably safe to say you more than likely won't find them signing to a huge label anytime soon. It's good music but nothing too outstanding to grasp outsider listeners.(MySpace.com/TheHeiseBros) 
Rootstime 1/07

THE HEISE BROTHERS 
THE CONTINUING SAGA OF ....
Website: www.theheisebros.com 
Info: theheisebros@hotmail.com
www.myspace.com/theheisebros 
Label: CTL Records 
www.cdbaby.com/cd/heisebros2 
 "The Heise Bros. kent zijn klassiekers, maar weet ook wat er anno 2006 leeft. Heel veel pretenties hebben de heren van The Heise Bros. niet. Ze willen gewoon lekkere muziek maken en daar zijn ze wat ons betreft op dit debuut uitstekend in geslaagd. Een zeer aangename verrassing!" (rev. juni '06, Freddy Celis, Rootstime) 
 

Een half jaartje later zijn the Heise Brothers onze "president" nog niet vergeten en mocht Rootstime het nieuwe album "The Continuing Saga of..." in ontvangst nemen. Voor deze gelegenheid mocht ondergetekende de honneurs waarnemen en bereidwillig als wij zijn is dat geen enkel probleem. Opnieuw deden de broertjes Nelson en Robert beroep op their good old firends Joshua "Stook" Stuckey (lead gt & backing vocals), Kirk Liska en Michael Velasquez (drums). Nieuwelingen Toby Cryns (piano) en Akuorkor Ablorh (vocals) kwamen het vijftal een hart onder de riem steken en het resultaat van dat 'hard labeur' ligt momenteel bij de platen/cd boer of je kan het bestellen bij CD Baby of downloaden (tegen betaling uiteraard) bij I Tunes. Het album heeft met "Seven Long Years" een fraaie opener in huis waarbij uitvoerig gebruik wordt gemaakt van een koeienbel en de gitaren nog al stevig uit de startblokken schieten. Jefferson Airplane meets the Stones meets Cracker ... immense invloeden die voortdeinen in "Shallow", "Buttons For Lisa", "Zodiac", "Billy" en "Island Wake" (met een Spaghetti western sausje), maar ook de echo's van the Velvet Underground, The Kinks, Ween en Tom Petty zijn overduidelijk aanwezig. Hun eigen garage/punkverleden wordt niet onder stoelen of banken gestoken met "Staying the Same" en "the Revenge of the Self - Imposed Hero" en de sublieme koerswijziging richting Americana, door ondermeer de toevoeging van mondharmonica in "Sacred Place", is misschien verrassend maar wel uitermate geslaagd. Een pluspunt is de zorg die de jongens besteden aan hun lyrics, eigenlijk weerspiegelt het de volledige gedachtengang van de broertjes Heise. Heartbreaks, friends, struggles in the music world en zelfs wat cynische humor ("Trow them Kisses, Woody Allen") behoren tot de vaste ingrediënten van een album dat ongetwijfeld zijn weg gaat vinden in de alternatieve rock/pop/indie middens. 
(SWA)
Loosey Lucy 1/07

Reviews
The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga of...The Heise Bros.



The Heise Bros. duo and their backing band are all excellent musicians and songwriters.  Their music is a mix of indie rock and Americana and sounds a lot like Tom Petty meets Beck with some classic rock influence thrown in for good measure.  "Buttons for Lisa" is humorous and will have you singing along, while "Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen" has a folky rockin' vibe.  Songs like, "Zodiac" and "Island Wake," have a definite '60s psychedelic touch, while "The Revenge of the Self-Imposed Hero" has more of a hard rock feel and shows a different side to their music.  "Staying the Same" will have you on your feet and dancing, and "Seven Long Years" will have you nodding along to the beat.  This CD would be great driving music for a long road trip!
Shindig 12/06

THE HEISE BROTHERS
The Continuing Saga of... (CTL; CD)
     The second album from The Heise Brothers continues many of the strong features of their previous release. There is a distinct Replacements feel, particularly in the vocals. A tight and consistent band play on every track. A typical tune involves Nelson Heise's lead vocals and vigorously strummed acoustic, brother Robert on bass, Akuorkor Ablorh's backing vocals, plus keyboards, lead guitar, and drums. The lyrics of such tunes as 'Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen' are witty and intelligent without being clever-clever. The best songs, co-written by brothers Nelson and Robert, are a very American blend of folk, pop and rock. 
     The song quality is more erratic than on their first album, however. The more pop and folk orientated numbers are the most successful. 'Seven Long Years' has a neat percussion part just before the chorus. The keyboards on 'Shallow' are atmospheric, and 'Billy' has a relaxed feel. On the other hand, 'the Revenge Of The Self-Imposed Hero' has a lot of noisy shouting, but not a lot of tune. Some songs come and go without leaving a strong impression. Sometimes Josh Stuckey's lead guitar breaks and solos seem at odds with the songs. You get the impression that he wants to rock out when a more concise and melodic approach might be more appropriate to the song. This is just a matter of taste – it may well be that the Brothers wanted to give the songs a harder, rockier edge.
www.theheisebros.com
Phil Suggitt 

Indie Music Stop 12/06

CD Review

Artist Name: The Heise Bros
Title:The Continuing Saga of the Heise Bros
Style: Rock/Alt Rock
Website: The Heise Bros
Rating: 8.0 out of 10
By Staff Reviewer Dias
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Nelson Heise former member and founder of the band Monkey Juice (a Minneapolis Punk Band) and his brother Robert Heise former bass player of Monkey Juice joined forces to form The Heise Bros and have delivered two full length albums since there 11 year stint in Monkey Juice ended. The Continuing Saga of The Heise Bros is their sophomore project coming after there debut album Listen and Learn. 

I ran through this album the first time with really no pre conceived expectation of style or genre. What I found was a well produced and very witty collection of songs. The music had a real laid back feel that reminded me of Tom Petty and Ween as well as some bands listed as their influences, The Kinks and The Velvet Underground. 

The production seemed to have a great twist or turn every time you thought that maybe you were settling in for the ride. In visual terms it was like a cruise down a forgotten highway where the scenery changes with every corner that you take. A great use of guitar, keyboard and vocal sounds can be found on this album, my only complaint would be that the drums seemed to lag a bit behind the rest of the music but over all a great effort. Nathan Heise who besides writing and playing songs on the record shows a great talent and ear for music with his production. 

The writing on this album complements the production well, the two really go hand in hand. Songs like (Shinny Buttons) and (Revenge of the Self Imposed Hero) seem to work right into your head really giving the audience content and something to listen and groove to. If I had one complaint about this album it would be that the music seems to move along with the same feel not a huge amount of difference between each song and by the end of the album the music seemed to run a bit together making it hard to keep my attention. 

For the most part what gave this album its edge is the witty production and catchy songwriting I look forward to seeing what comes next for these brothers from New Concord Ohio. 

Zeitgeist 12/06

The Heise Brothers - The Continuing Saga Of...
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I've only recently become acquainted with music of The Heise Brothers but one of the advantages of turning up late to the party is not having to wait so long for the next one.

And so it is that mere months after first encountering 'Listen And Learn With The Heise Brothers', the follow up has arrived. Pity the fools who had to wait a full year.

The brothers are claiming a Stones meets Jefferson Airplane meets Cracker influence and I certainly get the Cracker vibe. But I'm hearing Mink DeVille and Little Steven in there as well.

The boys are at their best when they get all serious which is why 'Seven Long Years' and 'Island Wake' are the highlights, with the latter being their Jefferson Airplane make a spaghetti western moment.

They're less impressive when they attempt levity which is why the skip button leaps into action on 'Throw Them Kisses, Woody Allen', despite the cracking guitar part.

Another splendid outing for The Heise Brothers but curses to the time I'll spend waiting for the next one.

Past and Present 11/06

Monday, November 27, 2006 
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	AlbumReview: The Heise Bros. - The Continuing Saga of The Heise Brothers (Choose To Lose Music) 
Category: Music 
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There are some musicians that just release music all the time and the Heise Bros. are musicians like that, even though they've only released two albums as The Heise Bros. so far (several albums have been released under the name Monkey Juice in the past though). It hasn't been long since their previous album "Listen & Learn" was reviewed here in Past and Present Webzine, but they've also been involved in other side-projects since then (at least one online release that I know off). Anyway, here's the newest album by Robert and Nelson and I must say that I like it just as much as the previous one. If you liked "Listen & Learn" get ready to be just as pleased with "The Continuing Saga." http://www.theheisebros.com
[image: image38.png]
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Listen & Learn with The Heise Bros. 
El Planeta Amarillo 4/07

THE HEISE BROS. - “Listen & learn” CD (Choose To Lose, 2006) 

[image: image44.jpg]



 THE HEISE BROS. era en principio el proyecto personal de Nelson Heise, aunque en realidad su hermano Robert estaba participando en todas las canciones, así se hicieron llamar definitivamente THE HEISE BROS. Ellos vienen del estado americano de Minesota, y han grabado ya 8 álbumes con otra banda, llamada MUNKY JUICE, de heavy metal!!! Éste supone un proyecto desde luego mucho más íntimo y personal, y es que ni un rastro de heavy metal encontrarás en el disco, desde luego, sino que el contenido sonoro aquí lo forman 15 canciones de folk acústico y semi-lisérgico, que recuerda a THE KINKS, THE VELVET UNDERGROUND, DAVID BOWIE y SYD BARRETT a partes iguales. Las canciones apenas suman en conjunto poco más de media hora, y así da gusto, se agradece que condensen su talento en canciones que apenas sobrepasan los 3 minutos, canciones de formato pop y aire acústico con un especial cuidado en las melodías y cuyas letras versan sobre varios aspectos de las vidas de los hermanos Heise: su abuela (“Alma Marie”), su padre (“Old man”), el encuentro del amor (“For me”), la pérdida del amor (“Don’t say goodbye”), e incluso el casarse (“Ol’ grey underwear”). El disco ha contado con arreglos y colaboraciones de conocidos suyos, que han introducido guitarras, teclados, coros, incluso algún arreglo de cello. 

 Mis favoritas: 1. Figure anything out (mystic). 
  2. Alma Marie. 
  3. Old man. 

Undizcovered 11/06
The Heise Bros consists of Nelson Heise and Robert Heise, as well as other various musical artists. With their uplifting sounds and amazing lyrics, the Heise Bros. are on to something good. Personal favorites include their songs Dust and Alma Marie off of their "Listen & Learn" album.
Indie Music Stop- 10/06

Artist Name: The Heise Bros.
Title: "Listen And Learn With The Heise Bros."
Style: Alternative Rock
Website: The Heise Bros.
Rating: 9.15(Scale 1-10)
By C.W. Ross 
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This is the debut release from the guys under the Heise Bros. moniker but they have plenty of music experience already under their belts having previously recorded eight releases with the band Munkey Juice. 

With this new release the band wanted to explore more of their personal side in song. 

The songs deal with love and marriage along with songs about both their father and grandmother Alma Marie. 

The release has an alternative sound that blends rock, folk and even touches of country together to achieve the end sound. 

The guys say that their sound was influenced during the recording of the CD by artist like the Kinks, Paul Westerburg, and The Velvet Underground. 

You'll also find three versions of the short song, "Figure Anything Out" on the CD. They're mystic, soft and a stomp version. 

If you listen past the final track you'll also be able to hear a second version on the song, "Old Man" that is about the brother's father. 

Besides the great music found on this CD I also really got a feeling of fun and being laid back. 

The music comes across as from a group of musicians having a good time at a impromptu jam session. 

This is good stuff that you need to hear for yourself. 

Rae of Sound- 7/06

The Heise Bros
Monday, July 17th, 2006

Folk/Americana music from The Heise Bros is described by the band as “The Kinks on a date with Wilco, while Paul Westerburg lurks in the trees.” I love their lyrics and their moody music, and am very happy to welcome them to Ros. 

The Daily Vault- 9/06

Listen & Learn

The Heise Bros.

CTL Records, 2006

REVIEW BY: Jason Warburg

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED: 09/08/2006
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It’s hard for those of us of a certain age not to recall the classic Saturday Night Live bit about the jam with the almost-obscene name (“With a name like Fluckers, it’s got to be good!”) when reading that the Heise Brothers used to play in a group called Munkey Juice.  No Munkey Juice on this album, though -- just brothers Nelson (the older singing and guitar-playing one) and Robert (the younger bass-playing and background-vocalizing one) giving up 15 tracks of slightly earthy, slightly tricky jam-band-ish folk-rock. 

These cuts are earthy in that the arrangements are loose and the production is uncluttered and organic; tricky in the sense that their shambling back-porch fuzziness serves as cover for some fairly probing songwriting.  The album gestated from a song the brothers wrote about the passing of their grandmother (the touching closer “Alma Marie”), and the resulting set touches often on the complexity of relationships with family and friends (“I don’t feel bad if I tell you the truth / And I won’t feel good if I lie to you”).

The Brothers’ style reminds me of Ben Kweller sitting in for a set with the Pernice Brothers -- acoustic-based songwriting with quirky electronic accents, dreamy melodies under incisive lyrics, and a manic rawness that belies the artistry of many of the tracks.  A perfect example is the “song” that frames the entire album.  The minute-long fragment “Figure Anything Out” appears in three arrangements -- “Mystic,” “Soft” and “Stomp” -- and in every case the brothers wring something entirely different from its single extended chorus, without ever losing the melodic thread and core of confusion and self-doubt.

The Brothers also profess admiration for the Kinks, and it’s easy to see in the way they attack the rare full-on rock number “For Me,” which finds Nelson unleashing a heartfelt confession/thank you at the mike while Robert keeps things thundering forward with the British Invasion fervor of a modern-day “You Really Got Me.”  There’s a milder strain of the same cheeky classicist rock and roll to be found in “Names” and “Don’t Say Goodbye.”

The album was cut with help from fellow Twin Cities scene veterans including Joshua Stuckey (guitars) and Michael Velasquez (drums), and the music definitely has the feel of old friends getting together in a buddy’s garage and playing their hearts out.  There are missed notes and sloppy changes here and there, but it’s all part of the atmosphere.  

Listen & Learn isn’t going to burn up the charts, but doesn’t feel meant to.  The Brothers themselves have declared this one was for friends and family, and its most appealing aspect is that it has no pretensions of being more than that.  A quality piece of work that’s worth checking out.

Rating: B

Past and Present Webzine- 9/06

Album Review: The Heise Bros. - Listen & Learn (Choose To Lose Music) 
Current mood: [image: image47.png]


accomplished 
Category: 4 out of 6 Music 
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This is the debut-album from brothers Nelson and Robert Heise, at least under the name The Heise Bros., but they've also released a few albums with the band Munkey Juice. In the press-release these guys compare themselves to Kinks, Paul Westerberg and Velvet Underground. I'd add The Beatles and a lot of 60's music to that list. My favorite songs on here are "For Me",  "Ol' Grey Underwear" and "Figure Anything Out" that are songs that you remember a long time after having listened to the CD. It's the kind of songs you go around singing to yourself without even knowing it. 

The coolest thing about this CD, however, - and the strangest thing too - is the fact that these guys have added the same track 3 times in different versions on the CD (track 2, 7 and 12) and it's actually a great idea, because when you hear the song for the second time you start wondering: "Havn't I heard this song somewhere?" And then you realize, "yeah I just heard it a few minutes ago" :)  

I like The Heise Bros. Maybe I should start checking out Munkey Juice?

Proartist- 8/06
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Interview
PA ~ When did you take up your artistry and how long have you been involved with it? 
We have been playing as a band in one form or another for 12 years. The Heise Bros. has been a band for the last year or so, after the break up of our last band Munkey Juice. 
 PA ~ Musically, how would you describe your sound/genre? 
Good time acoustic based indie folk rock.
PA ~ What gravitated you toward your artistic work ? 
Just a love for rock and roll.
PA ~ Who are your influenced by? 
Kinks, Cracker, Velvet Underground, Pixies, Stones. 
PA ~ I understand you have a CD  called "Listen and Learn with the Heise Bros." , what is the listener in store for? 
An intimate little album about our family friends, with a touch of sass.  
PA ~ How is the CD being received? 
Well so far, a lot of Lou Reed comparisons or Acoustic Dinosaur Jr. which i will take as a compliment.  
PA ~ Do you have a favorite composition on the CD?
Yeah the Lou Reed, VU comparisons because i think Lou is good. 
PA ~ Will you be touring to promote your CD? 
We did a few shows but we are back in the studio recording the next one.
PA ~ Any other projects or follow ups in the works presently? 
Yeah, new album called "The Continuing Saga of the Heise Bros." and another side project called '100 songs under 60 seconds", and that is just what it says. 
PA ~ Do you perform solo or normally with a group? 
Both, but mostly with a group, my brother Robert and Stacie Archer on drums. 
PA ~ Any performances coming up you'd like to plug? 
Not right now. 
PA ~ What would someone expect attending one of your shows? 
A lot of laughs. 
PA ~ Do you perform outside of your hometown? 
We have, we've conquered 5 of the 50 states, so 45 to go.
PA ~ During your artistic journey so far, any interesting (funny, bizarre, highlight, nightmare etc...) stories come to mind you'd like to >share with us? 
I think the whole 12 years have been funny, bizarre, highlight, nightmare, etc. But we have witnessed people dry humping to our performance and i have been beaten up on stage. 
PA ~ Give us your thoughts on the indie music scene good and not so good. 
Indifferent is my thoughts, i review records and try to be involved with musicians and i think there is a lot of self involved people making music and nobody tries to support a scene. I just dig music and hate competition, and i think there is too much competition and not enough support, but those are my thoughts. 
PA ~ How is the artistic scene in (Minneapolis) evolving? 
It will be big again, with the replacements 2. 
PA ~ What has the highlight of your career been? 
Opening for Jonathan Richman. 
PA ~ What are some goals you hope to accomplish in the future? 
Being rich, or just making another 10 albums, we already have 10 recorded. 
PA ~ What are your other interests outside of music? 
Books, movies and i'm working on the great American novel.
PA ~ What was the best piece of advice you ever heard that motivates you in pursuit of your artistry? 
Only play music because you love it, not because you expect to be famous for it. 
PA ~ Where can someone find out more about The Heise Bros.? 
www.theheisebros.com
Tasty Fanzine- Will Columbine 8/06

JAMC vocals take on 60s garage rock with a bit of country tonk thrown in for good measure, there are several points on this rather likable collection from the brothers Heise that suggest a more tuneful Eric Gaffney (he of Sebadoh fame). Minus point: there’s not quite enough variety to prevent the LP running out of steam after a while. Plus point: doing the same song (“Figure Anything Out”) in three different styles is really rather special. File alongside the Richard Burke album and Lost on Purpose EP that I reviewed a couple of months back…perhaps a co-headlining tour might not be a bad idea?
Busca Musica 8/06

THE HEISE BROTHERS
"Listen and learn with The Heise Bros."

Choose To Loose Music
(2006)



Texto: Fermín Gámez

Procedentes de la banda Munkey Juice, con la que han grabado ocho discos, de estilo cercano al alternativismo norteamericano, estos oriundos de Minneapolis se desmarcan con un proyecto mucho más personal, los dos hermanos recorren con este ‘Listen and learn with the Heise bros.’, algunas veces con acierto, al folk, el blues y el rock de entendimiento acústico, lo que hoy día se da por llamar americana.

En principio creado por Nelson Heise, se volvió un proyecto menos arduo gracias a la ayuda en los arreglos de su hermano Robert, con lo cual terminó por convertirse en un trabajo conjunto, al que se unirían gente, también, de Munkey Juice así como amigos varios.

Desde el primer tema, ‘Figure anything out (Mystic)’, de corta duración, se ven los retazos de gente como Wilco, creando una pequeña atmósfera cerrada en nuevos sonidos folk que rayan, curiosamente, el indie americano.

‘Don´t say goodbye’ tiene ese “olorcillo” a añejo, por la utilización de guitarras muy setentas y panderetazos varios que nos llevan directamente a la concepción de banda como Velvet Underground, simplemente se deja notar su influencia.

En temas como ‘Name’ se respira el movimiento de acordes muy utilizados por la Creedence Clearwater Revival, casi una copia de un gran tema suyo; dejaremos que la inteligencia del oyente lo descubra, es bastante fácil.

Por otro lado también se descubre la influencia de tipos como Paul Westerberg (ex de los The Replacements) sino te suena (raro me parece) revisa la banda sonora de “Solteros”, oda a Seattle; pues bien ‘Whisper yesterday’ o ‘Figure anything out (Stomp)’ tienen ese aire, de folksinger campestre recién llegado a la gran ciudad. Otros temas caerán bajo la tutela espiritual de The Kinks, ‘Time’ es una buena muestra.

The Heise Brothers se desmarcan con un divertimento fuera de sus habituales Munkey Juice, quizá los prefiramos así, donde se mueven mejor, en el terreno del folk rock más clásico; comparaciones aparte, este se convierte en un álbum, como mínimo, decente, eso ya es decir mucho.
Indie Launchpad- Colin Meeks 7/06
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· Band / Artist : The Heise Brothers - mySpace
· Genre : Folk / Rock

· Sample Track Download : For Me
· Buy CD : CD Baby
· Buy Digital Download : iTunes
· Rating : 7.5 out of 10

Sometimes I receive an album that throws a real curve ball. This has some really strange influences and it's come at strangely appropriate time. The album opens with "Introsis", a brief, almost psychedelic whimsy, which funnily enough leads to "Figure Anything Out", which to me smacks of the late Syd Barrett's solo works. Thankfully it reminds me of some of the more focused of Barrett's works, as opposed to the way out, hazy kind.

The album gets up to speed with "For Me", a more traditional style rock song. As a whole the majority of this album, has it's feet firmly in the 70s, with hint of the 60's. The production is basic, as are the lyrics and vocals, but that all adds to the charm. As is often the way with reviews, I'm reminded of some other artist, but can't think of it for the longest time and then it smacks me up side the head. The flavor here is very Lou Reed and the Velvet Underground.

"Figure Anything Out" again falls back to that Syd Barrett feel and it's hard not to envisage Syd himself singing. "Whisper Yesterday" is for me the best track on the album and probably the direction I'd like to see in the next album, as it has a lot more focus than the rest of the album and a more complete production feel to it. On the album is also a reworking of "Figure Anything Out", this time with a much more rockier feel and it feels like a much more comfortable fit for the band.

Conclusion : Perhaps not an album for everyone, but it strikes a chord with me. Certainly if you are a Lou Reed fan, you will take to this very quickly.

Taste Like Chicken- 7/06 by Vinnie Baggadonuts

THE HEISE BROS. - LISTEN AND LEARN (self-released) 
Normally, these madmen are Munkeyjuice, heirs to the sonic throne sat upon by bands like The Pixies and The Minutemen. For this outing, though, they’re less abstract, and more structured. Listen and Learn is a collection of more straight-forward, acoustic-heavy songs. Is it good? Yes. And that’s fucking disgusting. No one should be able to make this much good music. 
Kindamuzik.net- 7/06

The Heise Bros. | Listen & Learn

Broers spelen americanapop in de garage.
CD, CTL 

tekst: Ronald Besemer
Nelson en Robert Heise zijn twee broers uit Minneapolis en spelen garagerock in Munkey Juice. Zij presenteren zich nu onder de noemer The Heise Bros. als een duo. Al worden ze op Listen & Learn wel bijgestaan door een ruim aantal gastmuzikanten, onder wie Munkey Juice-gitarist Joshua Stuckey. De plaat klinkt als een los uit de pols gespeelde en geslaagde poging tot americanapop. Hoewel hun verwantschap met Dinosaur Jr en Sebadoh evident is, ligt Listen & Learn nog het dichtst bij het werk van Sgt. Petter, de Noorse cowboy en puike songschrijver op het Excelsior-label. 

Er staan tal van prachtsongs op dit plaatje van de broers. Zoals het rammelend rockende ‘For Me’ en het ontroerende ‘Alma Marie’, naar verluidt een ode aan de grootmoeder van Nelson en Robert. De mentaliteit van fris en vrolijk in de garage dingen proberen huldigen The Heise Bros. nog steeds. Maar zo met zijn tweetjes durven ze persoonlijker en intiemer te klinken dan je van een garagebandje mag verwachten. 

Roots Highway – 6/06

The Heise Bros.
Listen & Learn with The Heise Bros.
[CTL records 2006] 
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1/2 
Per quale gioco perverso, se un musicista di formazione punk arriva di Minneapolis e si sporca le mani con ballate folk, si devono per forza scomodare paragoni con i Replacements e Paul Westerberg? Perché evidentemente sono un punto di riferimento imprescindibile in operazioni del genere: questo è un dato che diamo per acquisito da diverso tempo ormai, tanta è stata e continua ad essere l'influenza dei Mats sul giovane rock'n'roll americano. E' altrettanto vero però che questi schematismi lasciano spesso il tempo che trovano e soprattutto sono in grado di tagliare le gambe anche al miglior talento sulla piazza. Nel caso dei Heise Brothers, Nelson (voce, chitarre, armonica e piano) e Robert (basso e cori), la questione si fa eclatante perché nulla o quasi del loro esordio solista, dopo otto dischi nei Munkey Juice, lascia intuire frequentazioni assidue della discografia dei Replacements. 
Certamente l'aria trasandata di queste ballate a bassa fedeltà, il loro bercamenarsi tra scombinate melodie acustiche e insidie elettriche che lasciano aperta una finestra sul passato punk dei fratelli, tutto questo insomma spinge al confronto. Concediamo pure una lontana eco dell'ultimo "disordinato" Westerberg solista, ma per il resto Listen & Learn with the Heise Bros. - ironicamente corredato nel libretto interno dalle tablature degli accordi utilizzati per le canzoni - tende a sposare una formula più concisa e pop, attraverso una scaletta veloce con brani spediti ed echi di garage sixties. Le armonie vocali di Nelson e Robert, alquanto zoppicanti, non prendono a modello i Beach Boys, intendiamoci, piuttosto sembrano una rilettura della California psichedelica attraverso l'esperienza dell'indie rock: Figure Anything Out, riproposta lungo il tragitto in tre differenti versioni, è West Coast in tenuta lo-fi come potrebbero suonarla Pavement o Sebadoh; Names e As Good As It gets spargono cantilene pop con le tastiere di Toby Lee marshall; For Me, Don't Say Goodbye e Time non sono nient'altro che grezzo garage rock, irrobustito dalla chitarra di Joshua Stuckey. 
A lungo andare tuttavia la filosofia del do it yourself cede sotto i colpi di una produzione inesistente e di un suono assolutamente piatto: invece di prendere confidenza con le composizioni The Heise Bros si infilano nel finale in un vicolo cieco, tra cui l'imbarazzante ballad pianistica Gives You the Blues e la svogliata Alma Marie.
(Fabio Cerbone) 

MazzMusikaS- 6/06- Dani Heyvaert

The Heise Brothers / Listen & Learn With The Heise Bros / Choose To Lose #014 (www.theheisebros.com)
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Misschien, heel misschien, kent u de naam van de Heise broers van bij de band Munkey Juice. In dat geval kent u meer dan wij, want ondanks het feit dat deze band al acht platen maakte, hadden wij er nooit van gehoord. Nelson Heise was aan wat anders toe en in muzikantenmiddens wordt dat dan algauw een soloplaat. Nochtans moest Nelson al gauw vaststellen dat broerlief Robert op zowat alle nummers die hij klaar had voor de plaat, een handje of iets meer had toegestoken en dus werd het al minstens een duo plaat. Ook dat leek niet helemaal te lukken en dus werd Munkey Juice drummer  MJ Staie Archer erbij gehaald en kwam ook Joshua Stucky (die we hier een klein beetje kennen onder zijn artiestennaam Stook) wat gitaren toevoegen. Uiteindelijk eindigde de soloplaat met een tiental muzikanten, die al dan niet gelijktijdig in de studio zaten. Het achterflapje van de cd vermeldt 15 songs, maar in feite staan er zestien leuke, simpele rocksongs-met-een-folkgevoel op, die stuk voor stuk bij een eerste beluistering wat ongewoon lijken, maar die zich bij elke luisterbeurt verder openbaren. The Heise Bros staat voor fijne aanstekelijke muziek, in de aard van wat The Kinks en The Replacements doen of deden. Daar is niks mis mee, integendeel: als alle radiozenders dit soort stuff wat vaker zouden draaien, dan zou de wereld er flink wat minder gecompliceerd gaan uitzien. Fijne kennismaking, die doet hopen op meer.
Shindig- 6/06

THE HEISE BROTHERS
Listen and Learn (Choose to Lose; CD)
     This is the first album from Nelson and Robert Heise, who have previously recorded several albums with the band Munkey Juice, who I confess ignorance of. The original intention was to make a more personal album with a folk-rock sound, leading me to expect an introspective, acoustic-based affair. In fact most of the tunes are robust folky pop-rock, suggesting that Munkey Juice are a full-on guitar band.
     Both brothers write and sing; Nelson mostly plays guitar and keyboards whilst Robert plays bass. The sound is an enjoyable and distinctly American roots pop, sometimes reminiscent of The Replacements and Paul Westerberg. The album has a warm, relaxed feel, as if the musicians had fun making it. Several local Minneapolis musicians contribute, making it sound like a band. Like The Replacements, the loose, happy feel gives the impression that everything has been created artlessly and effortlessly, when it is more likely that considerable care and craft has gone into the song writing
     The brothers write understated, catchy folk-pop with plenty of hooks and choruses. 'Figure Anything Out' epitomises their uplifting sound, and appears in three different versions, 'Mystic', 'Soft' and 'Stomp'. Elsewhere songs like 'For Me', 'Names' and 'Old Man' show a good sense of musical dynamics, with lots of driving acoustics allowing Joshua Stuckey to play electric lead over the top.
     Honouring the album title, the brothers show a nice sense of humour by including diagrams of all the guitar chords used, just like a Burt Weedon play-in-day book. 
www.theheisebros.com
Phil Suggitt 

Zeitgeist- 6/06- Stuart Hamilton

This may be the first album from the Heise Bros but as they've already recorded eight albums with their band, Munkey Juice, they're hardly recording novices.

The boys say that they purposefully set out to write more intimate and personal songs in the acoustic / folk rock genre, and at its best, they've succeeded. The best includes "Dust", "Names" and "As Good As It Gets", when they generate a warmth that compels you to listen.

In other places they get dragged down a generic indie rock sidetrack with neither the songs nor the arrangements leaping out at you, but when they get it right as on album highlight "Whisper Yesterday", it's a delight.

Subter.com- 6/06- P. Bradley Robb

The Heise Bros.
There’s just something about jam bands that you need thrown in. Perhaps it’s the listing song structure, perhaps it’s the rolling vocals, but the pair of brothers Heise are utterly capable of inducing swaying be it at a concert or over a pair of headphones. While they compare themselves to the lovechild of the Kinks and Wilco, they seem more to draw from the entire middles seventies, the post hippie, pre punk era, while throwing in some of the Seattle coffee house for good measure.
Rift Magazine- 6/06

	The Heise Bros. - Listen and Learn 
by David Brusie 

	The best song from the Heise Bros.' debut record makes three appearances, each in different musical styles. This is both the good and bad news, because each version is just under a minute long. The rest of the record suffers from this attention deficit disorder, but its highlights are very strong. "For Me" is an old-fashioned, rollicking garage rocker which keeps things refreshingly simple, with guitar work that can only be called Midwestern: Heavy, fuzzy and simple.

Overall, "Listen & Learn" is frayed at the edges and raggedy, which works wonderfully in some places and not as well in others. "Don't Say Goodbye," a short, bopping track, uses this looseness to its advantage, but one suspects the funky "As Good As It Gets" could've used a tighter execution.

The songs are generally well-written, '60s-era stompers with good-natured smirks attached. Nelson and Robert Heise clearly have some Beatles issues to work out, but this recorded attempt at doing so is mostly a triumph. With a little more tightening and a couple bottles of Ritalin, the Heise Bros. could put out a great record of obscure garage rock. In the meantime, we can all pick our favorite parts from "Listen & Learn" and hope for good things to come.


Rootstime.be 6/06- Freddy Celis

Dat er zo tegen het begin van de zomermaanden van enig jaar minder, in elk geval minder aansprekende, cd’s verschijnen kan dan misschien wel kloppen, maar dat er toch nog toppertjes zijn te noteren is dan ook weer waar. Voorbeeld: de nieuwe Allison Moorer of The Heise Bros. En dat dit laatste duo meer aandacht verdient staat voor mij vast na het beluisteren van, "Listen & Learn". Met dit debuut, welke ik tot mijn schande weken onaangeroerd heb laten liggen, gaat deze telg van de Heise clang me onverwachts toch nog een prettige vakantie bezorgen. Vanaf track één, het instrumentaal miniatuurtje "Introsis", tot aan de laatste flarden van "Alma Marie", een tribute vvor de grootmoeder van de broers die pas overleden is, is het genieten geblazen. Genieten van Nelson Heise (vocals, gitaren, harmonica, keys, piano en percusie) en zijn jongere broer Robert (bas en backing vocals). Maar daarbuiten ook genieten van de soms heftige gitaren, van Joshua 'Stook' Stuckey (CD "The Soundtrack To My Minneapolis", res.feb. 2006), gitaren die vervolgens ook weer fraai ingehouden kunnen klinken en samen met Stacie Archer (drums, vocals), Toby Lee Marshall (keyboards), Kirk Liska (drums), Mike Velasquez (drums), Jennifer Berg (vocals), Tim Binger (Cello) en Caleb Garn (lap steel gitaar) van "Listen & Learn" een lekker geheel maken. Sommige nummers worden gelardeerd met solide gitaarsoli, en andere glijden rustig voorbij. Groot was mijn verbazing toen ik constateerde dat de mixing van deze plaat gebeurde door Caleb Garn en voor de mastering stond niemand minder als Jon Chinn achter de knoppen in de Workbook Studio in Columbus, OH. De opnames gebeurden in de CTL Studio, in Minneapolis, MN. Het schrijversduo/gebroeders hebben goed geluisterd naar Lucinda Williams, Bruce Springsteen en Neil Young, maar invloeden van The Kinks zijn duidelijk aanwezig in "Whisper Yesterday" en van Lou Reed and the Velvets in "Old Man". Al die invloeden verwerken ze in hun muziek. Muziek die direct vertrouwd klinkt. 'Good Time Acoustic/Folk Rock', valt ergens te lezen, elementen die de hoofdrol spelen op dit album en dat klinkt ontzettend mooi. Mooi laidback met alle ruimte voor lekker gitaarspel. Soms sloom en dromerig, soms fel en stevig, gewoon een geluid dat zowel tijdloos als eigentijds klinkt. The Heise Bros. kent zijn klassiekers, maar weet ook wat er anno 2006 leeft. Heel veel pretenties hebben de heren van The Heise Bros. niet. Ze willen gewoon lekkere muziek maken en daar zijn ze wat ons betreft op dit debuut uitstekend in geslaagd. Een zeer aangename verrassing!
Music Shopper 5/06


Our Rating: 84 out of 100

Forget Speak & Spell. The liner notes for the Heise Bros. debut album as a duo, although they released 11 albums as Munkey Juice, features the actual guitar chord formations so you can learn to play the songs. As with the MJ releases, the brothers Heise, that´s Nelson and his younger sibling Robert, have self-produced Listen & Learn....

Whilst Munkey Juice allowed Nelson and Robert to showcase their garage-rock sound, this album offers a more mature sound. That´s not to say they´ve got boring, they´ve just done some growing up. An autobiographical album, ´Alma Marie´ concerns the death of their grandmother for example, it also features tracks about their father, love and marriage.

According to their MySpace site, the Minnesota-based Heise Bros. play "Good Time Acoustic/Folk Rock", fashioning a sound where the "Kinks meet VU meet Cracker". Forget Speak & Spell. With Listen & Learn..., education has never been so much fun.

Matthew Hirtes

For more information: http://www.theheisebros.com
American-UK 5/06

The Heise Brothers “Listen And Learn With The Heise Brothers” (CTL Records 2006) 
[image: image53.jpg]




Mpls garage punkers go all coffee shop, but in a good way

The Heise Brothers used to be in Minneapolis garage/punk band Munkey Juice, they may still be, they don’t seem quite sure. This record however is brothers Nelson (older) and Robert (younger), both twenty something, having their first bash at doing a beret and goatee folk rock thing. What a lot of it ends up sounding like is an unplugged Dinosaur Jr, particularly with Nelson’s voice being like a slightly less whiny J Mascis. There are also touches of Paul Westerberg here and there, hardly surprising given the geography, and, less expected, a lot more reminders of Lou Reed and the Velvets, particularly with some of the vocal phrasing on tracks such as ‘Old Man’. The record came out of a song Nelson wrote as a tribute to his recently passed Grandmother ‘Alma Marie’, which is tucked away on track 15 at the end of the record (apart from a brief hidden track), though clearly heartfelt, its probably not the strongest song here. The record is built around ‘Figure Anything Out’ which crops up in three short and varied versions, spread throughout the record, and has an infectious Elliott Smith like chorus that really stays with you, ‘Names’, about former band mates, also has subtle hooks. ‘For Me’ actually is quite rocky with fine lead guitar from fellow Munkey Juicer Joshua Stuckey, similarly on ‘Ol Grey Underwear’ an ode to the joys of a long term relationship. It’s a likable record and you can feel the good natured, slightly world weary, humour of the brothers coming through, an indication of which is that all the chords played on the record are illustrated on the CD inner, its called ‘Listen and Learn…’ get it? 

Date review added:  Monday, May 15, 2006
Reviewer:  Patrick Wilkins
Reviewers Rating: [image: image54.png]Toutof 10




Related web link:  www.theheisebros.com 
Perfect Porridge 5/06 by Greg Swan
The Heise Bros
Listen & Learn
Minneapolis' infamous Munkey Juice has spunked its last spunk. After 11 years and 11 albums of rock, the munkey has grabbed his banana for the final time -- here come The Heise Bros.

Initially a solo endeavor by Nelson Heise, until he "realized Robert was on every track and helping me with the arrangements, so it ended up being The Heise Bros," the brothers Heise have killed the monkey in favor of a grown up band name and a grown up sound that works.

But juice or not, the songs are as good as MJ's latest, Fatty Arbuckle's Coke Bottle, and the more serious approach is definitely more listener-friendly. 

We sat down the Nelson to get this thoughts on the album, why he decided to stop monkeying around and the skinny behind the release shows this weekend. Read on...

First off, what happened to Munkey Juice?
MJ is, well, I don't know? On hiatus I suppose. Robert and I are the only real consistents in the band. I think we got sick and tired of being bashed for being called Munkey Juice and people were ignoring us because of the name, so we put it aside. It still exists, it's the punk/hard rock side of us, but ever since we lost our drummer Stacie Archer (who moved back to Ohio) it's been a hard beast to keep alive. Besides, a lot people bashed the fuck out of our last release, so we are kind of releasing another album real fast under a different and a different style and see if people like it. If so, we are then going to laugh at them and say it was us all along, you have been fooled by our Superman/Clark Kent routine.

What's the story with this new incarnation, The Heise Bros?
I think I kind of answered that in the first one, but the deal is we don't have a drummer, and we want to do shows. A lot of the MJ stuff didn't translate as well without the grit (some do, some don't) so we wrote a batch of primarily acoustic based tracks. Although if you listen to MJ (which most don't) you'll hear songs like The Heise Bros. stuff throughout our eight albums with MJ. Our grandma's passing inspired the track "Alma Marie" and it went from there. I originally was going to do a solo album, but it's hard to shake your little brother, especially when he's your right hand man, so it's The Heise Bros.

How has your songwriting changed with the help of your brother?
Not much since we've always worked together, but I think we tried harder with the arrangements and production then we have in the past. I like to think of us as the Davies brothers of Minneapolis, and believe me we fight as much, but we've always played music together it's hard to imagine being in a band without him. He's a good bass player, comes up with good parts to songs and when my ego gets out of the way he gets a track or two on an album.

What's your favorite song on the album and why?
I have a couple, but my fave for sentimental reasons is "Alma Marie". My g-ma kicked ass, when we were young our mom died and our g-ma picked up the slack on a lot of that mom stuff. She also paid for my rehab, which saved my life. But I spot check a lot of family like "Old Man" about my old man, "Names" references old band mates, friends and my mom. "Gives You The Blues", "For Me" and "Ol' Grey Underwear" are about my wife and getting married recently and I like all of them, probably "For Me" the best. How about that for a long answer to a short question.

I like long answers, to tell the truth. So tell me about your upcoming CD release party and other gigs/news.
It's going to be a rockin' good time. Stook opens, which everybody and their mom loves. He's one of my really good friends, and he plays a lot of guitar on our album so we thought let's have Stook play with us. Since he's playing with us, might as well make him an opening act as well (we are trying to steal his fan base). If you've ever seen DIG!, I like to think of Stook and The Heise Bros. in the same vain as the Dandy Warhol's and BJM. Stook is the Dandy Warhol's (selling records, making fans, getting big in Europe) and we are BJM (making a shitload of records and never getting our shit together, but have some cult followers). Stook will either laugh or cringe when he reads that analysis. We chose to do back to back nights so nobody has an excuse not to be there. Anyway it's going to be fun, it's going to be acoustic and Robert may get naked, but I promise not Stook.
The CD Release shows for Listen & Learn are Friday, May 12 at 
Anodyne and Saturday, May 13 at Tillie's Bean. The album’s available at CD Baby and the iTunes Store.
UK-Fusion 5/06
	By Matthew Hirtes   
	

	

	Monday, 24 April 2006
Meet the Heise Brothers. There’s elder, although both siblings are the right side of 30, married and hirsute Nelson, a drugs and alcohol counsellor by day, a folk rocker by night. Then there’s younger, unmarried, facial-hair-free Robert, a substitute teacher who plays Dave Davies to Nelson’s Ray.

Listen & Learn With The Heise Bros. may well be the duo’s debut but as well as growing up together in Ohio, the brothers started Munky Juice in their basement back in 1995, recording 11 largely self-produced albums of nuts-and-bolts rock and roll. Originally conceived as a solo project by Nelson, he “realized Robert was on every track and helping me with the arrangements, so it ended up being The Heise Bros.”.

With Nelson apparently tiring of the stick the Munkey Juice appellation gets from the press, it’s a euphemism for man’s special water (spunky monkey indeed) apparently, The Heise Bros. represents the Heise brothers’ future. Not to say that there’s shadows from their past on this record. Former MJ bandmate Stacie Archer drums on ‘Alma Marie’, an ode to the siblings’grandmother, and erstwhile associate Joshua ‘Stook’ Stuckey contributes some sterling guitar on a number of tracks.

It’s not only their past the brothers Heise reference on Listen and Learn…- ‘Whisper Anything’, for example, features a chorus which appears to be an acoustic, down-tempo rendition of The New York Dolls’ ‘Jet Boy’. You half-expect David Johansen to storm the song, yelling: “like he was my baby”. Elsewhere, the influence of Paul Westerberg and the Velvet Underground comes to the fore. 

Favourites on the Minneapolis coffee-shop scene, yes such a scene really does exist, their debut should broaden the Heise brothers’ fan base. Listen to them and you’ll learn why. It really is that simple.
(4/5)


Altcountry.nl 5/06

THE HEISE BROS.[image: image55.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.altcountry.nl/horse.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image56.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.altcountry.nl/horse.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image57.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.altcountry.nl/horse.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image58.png]



[image: image63.jpg]


De gebroeders Heise speelden met Munkey Juice al zo'n acht albums vol. Tijd voor wat anders, althans, dat vond Nelson Heise. Zijn intentie om een soloproject te realiseren strandde echter toen bleek dat broerlief Robert vrijwel bij elke track een helpende hand toestak. De geboorte van The Heise Bros. was derhalve een logisch gevolg. Het debuut, Listen & Learn (eigen beheer), leert na een ampele luisterbeurt al direct dat de aanpak verschilt met die van het meer heftige Munkey Juice. De broertjes pakten het overigens niet samen aan, want er stond ook nog een groep medestanders paraat die voor een smaakvolle, muzikale omlijsting heeft gezorgd. Ook Joshua 'Stook' Stuckey is op Listen & Learn vrij dominant present. Deze Stook, die eerder dit jaar verraste met zijn debuutalbum The Soundtrack To My Minneapolis, leent zijn stem voor wat backings en is daarnaast op een zestal tracks present met zijn gitaarlicks. Voorts bestond de support uit verschillende drummers, een dame (Jennifer Berg) voor enige vrouwelijke vocalen en ene Toby Lee Marshall die de keys in een aantal tracks lekker laat grommen. Nelson Heise is de leadzanger met een prettig, klagend stemgeluid en hij weet ook weg met gitaren en keys. Broer Robert Heise plukt op de bas en draagt ook vocaal zijn steentje bij. En, wat is het resultaat? Een vijftien (plus een) tracks bevattend debuut dat aan alle kanten vriendelijk rammelt. Luchtig aandoende songs over wat de heren so far hebben mogen meemaken, zoals een in Ol' Grey Underwear bezongen huwelijk. Er wordt afgetrapt met instrumentaal miniatuurtje om vervolgens bijna vijfendertig minuten lang vrolijk van de ene naar de andere pakkende song te buitelen. Als inspiratiebronnen voor deze aanstekelijke (Give You The Blues) stuitermuziek worden onder anderen Neil Young, The Kinks (luister maar naar Whisper Yesterday en de bonustrack!), Lu Williams en Velvet Underground genoemd. 'Good Time Acoustic/Folk Rock', valt ook nog ergens te lezen. Die opvatting deel ik. Ik heb namelijk geluisterd én geleerd, en wel zodanig dat deze plaat de komende tijd de diverse geluidsdragers zal blijven bestoken. (Leo Kattestaart)
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